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Art. VI.—A CASE OF ACUTE MYELITIS WITH IN- 
TERESTING MICROSCOPICAL CHANGES. 


By S. G. Webber, M. D., Boston. 


E F., set. thirty-four years, farmer, entered the Boston 
• City Hospital, November 8,1879. He had used liquors 
for fifteen years in small quantities, but, he said, never to 
excess. There was no history of syphilid. November 3d he 
drove twenty-five miles in the rain and snow, getting his legs 
wet; he felt chilly on the road. During the day, November 
5th, he worked in a barn cellar; he worked hard and was 
heated. In the evening he worked in a cold milk-house, on 
his hands and knees. He felt quite chilly while at work, and 
more so on leaving off. In the night he walked to the water- 
closet and then found he could not pass his water. On the 
morning of the 6th he rose, dressed and sat by the stove. In 
half an hour he found that his legs were feeling stiff* and weak; 
he required help to get to his bed. The feet were numb, 
pricking as if pins were stuck into them. There was no pain 
except from a full bladder, which was relieved by catheteriza¬ 
tion ; no sense of constriction. The numbness began at about 
the crest of the ilium; the legs when tested proved to be 
less sensitive than normal. There was no reflex action on 
tickling the soles of tho feet; tendon-reflex was absent. There 
was entiro loss of voluntary motion in both legs. There was 
no spasmodic action. The temperature on admission was 
high, 104°, but in throe or four days it descended to 101°, and 
subsequently to the normal. The pulse followed nearly the 
same course. The anaesthesia crept upwards, breathing be¬ 
came abdominal, and November 18th he died, thirteen days 
after the beginning of the disease. 

Autopsy by Dr. Cutler. Cord: From a short distance be¬ 
low brachial enlargement the cord had an irregular, lobulated 
surface. On section just below the cervical enlargement there 
was a considerable amount of hemorrhage into the grey sub¬ 
stance. The difference of color between the healthy grey sub- 
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